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Kids Can Tour The World Through
Selby Library’s 2008 Summer Reading Program

The Selby Public Library 
Summer Youth Reading Pro-
gram is going global.  More 
than 120 events and programs 
will be scheduled between 
May 30th and  August 9th. 
�Think Global� is totally FREE 
and welcomes children from 0-
18 years of age.  It will inspire 
kids to think big in terms of 
their community, their actions 
and the future. By thinking 
big, their lives will expand.  

 During the course of the pro-
gram students tour the world of 
seven continents, investigate cul-
tural differences through books and programs; engage 
in environmental exercises and network with 
the global community via the 
information superhighway. 

 Participants can pick up a �Globe 
Trotters� Reading Passport and be 
off on a truly global reading adven-
ture.  As a child reads thirty or more 
minutes daily, he or she must �nish 
a maze in the passport from country/
continent that enables a sea turtle to 
�nd its way from New Zealand to Sara-
sota, Florida.  Students will have their 
passports stamped as they attend pro-
grams and will receive a surprise gift when 
they have attended seven or more programs.  
Contests and raf�es will be held throughout 
the summer and incentives such as coupons, 
schools supplies, and other surprises will be 
distributed to the participants.  The Youth Staff members 
will partake in exciting feats when all �Globe Trotter� par-
ticipants together have read a designated number of days.  

After participants together 
achieve a combined 10,500 
days of reading, The Friends 
of the Selby Public Library will 
sponsor a sea turtle and two 
hatchlings at Mote Marine.  
One lucky �Globe Trotter� will 
get to name the turtle.  

 Under Youth Librarian 
Marilyn Nykiforuk�s direction 
and creativity, along with the 
expertise of her staff, many 
young lives will be enriched 
this summer.  Young readers 

will be able to travel the world 
via a magical carpet of books 

while remaining right here in Sarasota. They 
will  learn and experience a �world of differ-
ence� through reading. Friends of the Selby 
Library is helping children of all ages to get 
globalized, networked, aware and strong.

�Think Global� program schedules are 
now available.  Call 861-1130 for registra-
tion or questions.  

Friends of the Selby Library are 
responsible for making this program 
possible with their contribution of 
$10,000 to support this worthwhile 
event.  The Kates Foundation has 
also given a $5,000 grant to help 
fund the program.  Other donors 
include: UF/IFAS Sarasota County 

Extension, Budgetext Corporation, Sarasota 
Parks and Recreation, Sarasota Reading Festival and 

Chick-�l-A.  

*If anyone is interested in becoming a sponsor for the pro-
gram or future programs, please call 365-5228.   

Friends President Kathy Hultquist shares the world of books with 
granddaughter Samantha and other eager young readers.
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OUR MISSION
The mission of Friends of 
the Selby Public Library is 
to support and coordinate 
with the library � and the 
community � in the devel-
opment of services by 
raising funds, providing 
a volunteer base to assist 
library staff and advocat-
ing the use and growth of 

library resources.

Dear Friends:

The news that we greet you with is somber, yet hopeful. Our Friends group, as well as our 
Library, is entering a phase that I like to refer to as our �New Normal�.  This is being thrust 
upon us due to two major factors:

First, with the most recent budget cuts being put into effect, an even greater need is being cre-
ated for the Friend�s resources in order to assist Selby Library in their basic objectives.  We may 
be rede�ning the ways that we are able to provide support. 

Secondly, the community as well as the Library has been dealt a huge loss with the cancella-
tion of the 2008 Sarasota Reading Festival and the dissolution of its 501(c)3 non-pro�t status.  
As a Board, we are now challenged to �ll some of this void with events which will provide what 
the Reading Festival brought to us...the opportunity to expose our community to the written 
word in a manner that is not normally available to them.  

 Your dedication to our organization and to our purpose is about to be tested.  There are many 
ways to continue the mission of the Sarasota Reading Festival, and I hope that we can count 
on your full support and assistance in our endeavors.  Some wheels have already been set in 
motion, so please be prepared to assist.

Cordially,

J`sgx Gtkspthrs
Kathy Hultquist

The Friends is pleased to present 
in conjuction with Circle Books, 
a fundraising tea with popular 
author Mary Alice Monroe, who 
will give insights about her new 
novel, Time is a River. �The story 
is timeless in its appeal: Recover-
ing from breast cancer and reel-
ing from her husband�s in�delity, 
Mia Landan �ees her Charleston 
home to heal in the mountains 
near Asheville, North Carolina. 
She seeks refuge in a neglected 

�shing cabin belonging to her �y-
�shing instructor. Time Is a River is 
an insightful novel that will sweep 
readers away to the seductive south-
ern landscape.� The author will have 
her book available for purchase and 

signing at the English Tea to be held 
at Michael�s on East on Friday, July 11 
from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. 

Seating is limited.  Call the Friends 
of�ce at 861-1140 for more details 
and reservations.

Join us for a FUNDRAISER TEA with
Bestselling author MARY ALICE MONROE
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From The Desk of Liz Nolan, Library Manager

Liz Nolan

Hello, my Friends.
I�d like to take a moment to thank you for your 

enduring support of the Selby Library and tell you 
about some of the good things that you have helped 
us to bring to our community.

 Each year in anticipation of the Friends Annual 
Meeting, the Board of Directors of Friends of the Selby 
Public Library is asked to approve a funding request 
that has been conscientiously prepared by library 
staff.  These funds enhance programming for children 
and adults, and provide staff with educational opportunities 
that cannot be afforded within our County budget. 

 The tremendous support that you continue to provide for 
our youth program each year enables staff to develop truly 
exceptional programming.  From �Lap Sit� for the little ones, 
to Pre-School Storytime, teen programs, multi-cultural family 
programs, and the upcoming �Think Global!� summer youth 
reading program, you have made good on your commitment to 
our community�s children.

 As always, the Friends provided generous support for a 

number of new and long-standing adult services pro-
grams.  We continue to enjoy enthusiastic crowds 
for Masters and Masterpieces of Music, a weekly 
music lecture forum led by Dr. John Goodman; art 
lecture series; author visits and book signings; and 
Cine Selby, which is screened on the last Tuesday of 
each month and features a classic American or inter-
national �lm from Selby�s extensive collection; and 
that�s just a sampling.

 The staff and patrons of the Selby Library wish to 
thank you, Friends members and board members, for your 
on-going and generous support of library resources and pro-
gramming.  Special thanks to Kathy Hultquist, Friends Presi-
dent, Alice Baudner, Friends Administrative Coordinator, and 
Karen Geis, our Volunteer Coordinator.  The encouragement, 
the funding, and especially the outstanding volunteers that 
you bring to us have meant so very much to staff.  You have 
played a major role in our development as a community meet-
ing place.  Please accept our heartfelt thanks for your time and 
talent. 

The board of directors for the Sarasota Reading Festival met on 
Friday, April 25th to discuss the future of the popular 10-year-old 
event.  In a move that re�ects the current economic conditions and 
challenges relating to obtaining grants, corporate sponsorships and 
charitable donations, it was determined that the board could not 
vote to continue hosting the festival.  As a result, the festival slated 
for November 8, 2008 has been cancelled.

�Non-pro�ts throughout Sarasota � and the rest of the country, 
for that matter � are feeling the pinch of corporate belt tightening 
and a reduction in private philanthropic donations,� stated Debbi 
Benedict, Board President. She added, �I joined the board this past 
October because it is a wonderful organization that raises money for 
two very important entities in Sarasota � the New College Library 
Association and the Friends of the Selby Public Library.  As plan-

ning got underway for our 2008 Festival, it became increasingly 
clear that we could not operate the festival in a �scally-responsible 
manner and put on the caliber of event that people have grown to 
expect.�

Benedict added, �The entire board joins me in thanking those 
individuals and companies who have supported us throughout our 
history.  We also express our gratitude to our many volunteers, ven-
dors, exhibitors, staff and past board members who gave of their 
time and talents to produce a relevant and entertaining festival.  
And �nally, we acknowledge our extraordinary authors and other 
presenters who gave us 10 years of remarkable festivals.�      

(4/29/2008 Sarasota Reading Festival press release to the Sara-
sota Herald-Tribune)

SARASOTA READING FESTIVAL BOARD VOTES TO DISSOLVE 501(c)3 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

2008 FESTIVAL CANCELLED

The 10th anniversary of Selby Public Library at its 1st First Street 
location will be celebrated in style at the Library, one of the jewels of 
our community, on Saturday, August 2, 2008.

From 11:00 am - 3:00 pm, the theme of the fun fete will be eclec-
tic�urban-chic, diverse and sophisticated, with a taste of Cirque 
d�Soleil, as Circus performers entertain patrons throughout the 
event. The Jack J. Geldbart Auditorium will be the hub for presenta-
tions and speeches. Cake and refreshments will be served amid the 
sweet sounds of the group, O SOM DO JAZZ. The Library Rotunda 
will be active with exhibits, sights and sounds. Who can resist such 
a day in such a dazzling building?

Extreme bibliophiles and recreational readers will be busy shop-
ping for bargains at a special book sale in the Friends of the Selby 
Public Library Bookstore.

The Youth activities room will be a center of fun, brimming with 
performances including a magician. In conjunction with the Humane 
Society of Sarasota County, children will �Read to the dogs.�  

From August 2, 2008 through July 30, 2009, monthly library 
events will honor the anniversary.  The celebration has been fea-
tured on the Annette Sherman Show on Comcast TV 21. Also, watch 
for upcoming announcements in the Herald Tribune � and be sure 
to SAVE THE DATE!

It seems like yesterday, but Selby Public Library Tops 10!




